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to a q u est i o n .

PRESIDENT: Yes, before we do that, please, (gavel), members
of the Legislature, please quiet your conversation down so
we may hear. Senator Smith, I guess you are answering a
q uest i on .

SENATOR SMITH: Y e s , I wi l l t r y .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Senator Smith,why was the Metropolitan
Technica l Communit y C o l l e ge ex c l u ded by t h is bi l l .

SENATOR SMITH: Okay , t hey were e x c l u de d be c a use t hey
o rig i n a l l y a s k e d t o be exc l u d ed when i n 1 9 8 4 w hen the l e v y
l egi s l a t .son w a s cha n g ed a nd t he y h ave con t i nu e d that
posi t i o n . The ot h er t h i ng i s that LB 271 affects the Metro
area onl y mar g i n a l l y . The real affect is in the r ura l a r e a s
because of population. There sh ou l d n ' t be an y r eal l y
additional tax le y authority needed in tne Metro a r e a an d
it has not been affected as our other community colleges
h ave b e e n , Sen at o r Abb o u d . They h a ve be en af f ec t ed
p rimar i l y be c a u se , i n f ac t t ot al l y because of the declining
farm valuations, the land valuations in the r ura l a re a s .

S ENATOR ABBOUD: S e n a t o r Smith, have property taxes been
going down in your district?.

SENATOR SMITH: Absolutely not.

SENATOR ABBOUD: If the valuation has been reduced, then why
haven't the property taxes been going down?

SENATOR SMiTH: Because this has just been i mplemented i n
the last year and we are still working with that process as
I am sure you are aware. The thing that we a re l o o k i n g a t
here , Sen a t o r Abb o ud , i s not i ncreasing the amount o f
dollars that are going to be brought in. We are increasing
the levy in order to make up for the declining valuation so
t hat I want it very clear that we are not asking for
addit i o na l d ol l a r s t o s uppor t t h ese p r og r a ms that ar e
already in existence. We are asking for the levy increase
to make up for the declining valuations so that we continue
to receive the same number of dollars.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Senator Smith, if the tax levy goes up,
let's say that agriculture turns a round f ou r y e a r s f r o m n o w
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